
A tree? Yes, I think I saw
one of those on Fardille
So ci,tt\, yyi,€ d,m, d;'n ifr p -tgegas' € g'{&cgs, seWS w€w sc','ew{d'st

HELEN WARD

IT IS all too often remarked that the social media revolution -
driven by the likes of Facebook and TWitter - is transforming
society. Teenage life especially, we are told, is unrecognisable
from even half a generation ago

Many parents and most teachers will be familiar with
stories of teenagers spending hours locked into websites,
exchanging messages, managing groups of friends, and even

bullying one another.
But now, it would seem, it is the turn of the pre-teens to be

subject to the transformational nature of this technology. One

renowned neuroscientist has issued a stark warning about how
young children are being exposed to the effects of social media,

with potentially profound consequences.
"One shouldn't be surprised tf a child playing in a park or

playing in the street has a different mindset from a child limited
to their room," Baroness Susan Greenfleld, a former director of
the Royat Institution of Great Britain, told TES.

"There are attempts to get every young child into juvenile

social networking under parental supervision, but they are not
protected by [anyone] saying kids are too young to be on the

internet.
"There is a natural appeal of keyboard and screen to small

children and they are starting to adapt to the environment that
is screen-based. I am worried about what amount of time a

child spends in front of a screen. I feel they are not living a full
life, they are living a 2D life."

Her comments come as a new study of children's internet use

led by researchers from the London School of Economics

found that 28 per cent of children aged 9 or 10 in the UK have a

social networking profile despite most providers such as

Facebook having a minimum age of 13. The authors of Etl
Ki,d,s Onli,ne also warn that the IJK is distinctive in having many

under-l3s who lie about their age to get access to social media.

The study surveyed 25,000 children aged 9 to 16 in 33 coun-

tries across Burope. The researchers found that, in the IJK,

children fi.rst use the i.nternet younger than the international
average - at 8 years old - and tend to spend more time online.
A separate survey from the Chartered Institute of Library and

Information Professionals found that one in flve children in
England looking for information online has been worried or
upset by what they have found.

"The brain is exquisitely sensitive to the environment. There-

fore it is crucial to think about what environment young

children are in. The 2 lst-century environment is unprecedented, "

Baroness Greenfleld said.
"I don't want to ban computers. The issue for parents and teach-

ers and for aII of us as a society is to shape the environment for
children so that it's appealing to a child not to sit in front of the

computer, so that they choose to live in 3D. I'd like to see the

computer reclaimed as a means to an end, not an end in itself."
Baroness Greenfleld will be speaking on 27 October at the

flrst conference of Early Childhood Action, a group set up

earlier this year to influence the early years foundation stage

(EYFS) curriculum for preschool children.
Early Childhood Action was set up in the wake of the

Open EYE campaign, which began before the foundation stage

became mandatory in 2008 and had called for it to be optional.

The EYFS previously included 69 learning goals, but the

revised foundation stage, which came into force this Septem-

ber, has slimmed this to 17.

The Early Childhood, Acti,on conference 'i,s due to take place

at the (Jni,aersi,ty of Wi,nchester on Saturday 27 October.
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